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Growth Needs Mistakes

Dr. Paul Epstein. J7BAS4FHEFIHE Rl (WMEC)
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One of my parenting fears is my child will make a mistake,
and then she will be humiliated and embarrassed. Because
my child made a mistake, her future opportunities will
become fewer. And, because she suffered humiliation and
embarrassment, she will decide to fear failure. Reluctance
and caution will replace her passion and love of learning.
There’ s still more to my fears: | won't be there to prevent
her from making mistakes and protect her from the conse-
quences. And | won't be able to prevent the emotional
wounds. Of course | am projecting my own experiences, my
own fixed mindset, and yet, this is silly. Mistakes are inevita-
ble, and mistakes are an essential component of growing
and learning - if treated respectfully. Great mistakes are
costly, but great mistakes have led to world-changing
discoveries like penicillin, pacemakers, microwave ovens,
post-it notes, and the potato chip!

The question | am learning to ask myself is this: Can I, my
children, and everyone else make mistakes and still be
perfect? Raised in a culture of blame and shame, this is
difficult. Let’ s be honest: Mistakes can be costly and cost
children opportunities for acceptance to universities,
employment, careers, and relationships. Nevertheless, we
can teach our children to learn how to benefit from making
mistakes. We can learn to welcome and celebrate mistakes
as valued opportunities for discovery and growth. It begins
with children experiencing they are loved and accepted
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unconditionally. It begins with showing children that we
care and that they matter. We can teach our children to
reflect on what happened and to persist and try again.

The challenge in breaking up our culture of blame and
shame is enormous, especially when so much of our
children's education occurs in a limiting climate of
school accountability. Test taking and test scores have
become the singularity of education. A test score, rather
than a love for learning and a development of whole
persons, is believed to validate what children have
learned. We value getting the right answer through mem-
orization, not understanding, and not getting to know
how to know.

In today's world, the test score has political power. It is
the test score, and not the developmental nature of
children, that defines political rhetoric, educational
policy, and economic expenditures. Teachers and
school officials are accountable for producing test
scores. In many nations, schools receive or lose
funding based on test scores. Teachers retain or lose
positions based on test scores. The rationale is, teach-
ers are teaching, performing, if and only if children
achieve high test scores. The rationale is, the school is
a high-performing school if and only if children
achieve high test scores. The social justification is,
finally, if children achieve high test scores, they will be
readied for the "real" world. They will be better
educated, and they will become better employees,
producers, and spenders.

How did this come about? What if the logic and premise of
this kind of testing is mistaken? Throughout the world,
mandated testing became accepted practice during the
past forty or so years. As the Cold War Era ended, more
nations competed intensely for markets, materials, and
sales as a knowledge-based, global economy emerged.
Business argued that educated children (as measured by
testing) would become successful adults and consumers.
The business of schools then became business. Schools,
like corporations, developed vision statements, mission
statements, high performance expectations, goals, perfor-
mance standards, and performance incentives. Successful
businesses stay in business only when consumers reward-
ed them economically through repeat purchases. Similarly,
according to this argument, a school is excellent when it
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produces consistently high test scores. Where parents can
choose between schools, parents would reward high
performance schools, as proven by test scores, by sending
their children to them. Other schools, like bad businesses,
would close.

But what if a test driven approach to education is harm-
ful to children? Most school practice is still rooted in an
outdated industrial era, factory-mode model of learning.
In this model one approach to education works best for
every child because every child is being assembled. As
practiced, production in the schoolhouse means adults
control what to learn, when it is to be learned, and how
to learn it. The teacher, as supervisor, oversees produc-
tion. The school as factory implements quality controls -
educational standards - to assure uniform production of
the products (the children). In keeping with the factory
model, better national and state standards of academic
curriculum excellence, like factory controls, should
guarantee production of better quality students.

While a successful education for all children is essential,
the politically determined test-driven approach is
mistaken. Factories produce things, and factories imple-
ment standard controls to assure production results with
uniform and quality products. We do want, for example,
to know that chairs will hold up to the standards for
carrying weight. We do want our car brakes to hold to the
standards designed to ensure we will be able to stop in
traffic. We want our food and water to be uniformly safe.
But this logic is inappropriate and wrong for children.
Here are the mistakes:

Children are NOT things. We must not subject our children
to the metrics of things. Children deserve, instead, their
childhoods. Being uniform and the same defies the designs
of life - growth, change, difference, uniqueness, and
possibility. Children mature at different times, and they
learn differently as they grow through childhood and
adolescence.

Children are NOT all the same. Children do not learn in
the same way. Parents with more than one child know
this to be true. Each child is a precious, unique being.
Children possess unique capabilities and potentials for
becoming who they are meant to be. To declare each
child has unique capabilities is to proclaim each child
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has genius. As we assist or serve each child in fulfilling
her or his potential, our task includes learning to
overcome our own biases and prejudices and to see
clearly the possibilities within each child.

Test scores do NOT equate with learning. Why should we
conclude learning has occurred if and only if test scores
are higher? Of course children do learn without test
scores and even when test scores decline. Even when
scores go up, what have children really learned if they
forget tomorrow what they had previously memorized?

Test scores do NOT equate with education. It is assumed that
if children have the same test scores, then they have learned
equally. But this is hardly true. Some children are more adept
at taking the current design of tests while other children are
not. Some children process information with better memory
retention than others. Some children contend with additional
learning issues, sensory integrationdisorders, and a variety of
attention deficits.

Learning is far more than a test performance. For
children, learning is a way of becoming, and learning and
growing is supposed to be very messy. Compared with
how learning really takes place, test scores are much too
narrow. They are but snapshots of a lengthy process of
becoming. Being a child along with the experiences of
learning involve complex and related factors such as
brain  development, personality, temperament,
emotional states, school and community environments,
and racial, ethnic, and cultural matters.

What is urgently needed is accountability for the
factors involved in how children actually learn such as
maturation, multiple intelligences, gender differences,
unique capabilities, and strengths. Instead, the
current industrial orientation denies children their
childhood in school. Children require opportunities to
play, explore, think, fail, discover, and create. Children
must experience, in other words, joyful mistake
making. Making mistakes can result with forming
habits of inquiry and enable thinking, analysis, synthe-
sis, creativity, solving problems, and understanding.
We require mistakes in order to develop essential
habits of persistence, resilience, and self-reliance.
Making mistakes is essential if children are to develop
their cognitive capabilities for executive functioning.
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Fully-developed executive functioning will equip
children to succeed as self-reliant adults in the emerg-
ing global knowledge-based economy.

When, then, will we let children grow and learn for their
own benefits rather than for society's? How do we end
control over our children's education? Perhaps it is as
simple as this: Parents, take back your children! Insist
that, at least at the pre-school level, mandatory testing
be removed and replaced with qualitative assessment.
It's much better for a child's self-esteem to hear that they
are strong in addition and need extra help with substrac-
tion, than a summative "C" in Math.

We should implement teaching and testing suitable for
the 21st century. Everyday classroom experiences
should consist of knowledge-based, discovery learning.
Hold educators accountable for differentiating instruc-
tion based on their knowledge of each child's strengths
and learning capabilities. Replace uniform testing with
empowering children to develop their natural strengths,
interests, curiosities, and humane passions. Let's stop
making the mistake of educating our children for a future
that is not going to happen.

hXENE: RS
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HWEER:

SERBAVFSIRIRZ5A Unit 5 Part CoBZEARE R : LarryfE
BRE T ATEBES LI T —ARdog food (J#R), tRLF 2T
XEIER?TE, HEXSRAR 7T R 2o

MIREBENRTF, BFET 18, 134, 2%, 254,
108, T—ERENIFIERE, tEF KT EiFid L&
SRR EKong. FTFEIABILarryfIMrs  Kongf) LFLam
— IR SE R T Mrs KongZxR &,

BRfE, BREALarry HIF 7SO E. 131555
Pith, You are too helpful. (FRAFTEIAT) o

HFHRELRUNL S, Tlarry SR E" KL
B3I, HIGIEBLESE, EXWE, FHERRIHE
EHREERE N T REFENRAIMERERS, HiIEE
Tis)E:

Q1 (jAl#1) :Do you think Larry is too helpful? Why?
(fRINALarry RS FRFEIA T B2RHA?)
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T10M, thiRuEE, 22X EEEIEPANTR, BRT
RAFER.ZEXM TR IMEFER BE2AFTH, B8
EME, RESFARE T o

AT IO, A S IFZF]:Don’ t be afraid
of mistakes. It' s OK to make mistakes. And you have the right
to “Pass”. If you cannot answer my question, if you need more

time to think about my question, you can just say “PASS”,

I A

then you can just sit down. You needn’ t feel sorry about that.
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Q2 (ia)#2) : Do you think it is a good idea for Mrs
Kong to put her bag of dog food beside the lift? Why?
(RIAAIMrs KongiB MR R ME B HE 2 — M ERD?
ATA?)

Q3 (IAJ&#k3) :If you were Larry, do you have a better
way to find the owner? (JAR(RZLarry, (FEIXFILERN
BIFHINENS?)
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BY, TR INET IR LSRN EF S,

82 | WEIMING | }9BARITI | 202355148/ 2 552188



ERE NS

&I RIFWLNAFR

202355153/ 2582148 | J9BARAIT | WEIMING | 83



FEZEEND

PR oRES

T | BRAAFER

1210, time heals alle RAEFNHXE SRS —
M ANo FTAFAT R AL BT 13 2o

BB Em AT 2RV E—SR: ... BRI
MHKTHES REFTIHEENE, UKD ERAED
3T LR ERERM, BEEWM, 2h=m CHRM. &5
DU EMETABENE, REEREX. ... FKITEARSE
TS BB E YR PRI ARRTE T, A
R EEEEEENARFBROCRBIE—), 815k E. ... X
ME R EREAR S, RENINAF T AAEX MR
B, —EBISARRIR T, — ) B R AR TN R T o

BAFN I ELL?

PEREEET=D) . WNR—NEM AR LT
LANREENAERXN, MR XEEEAIURZ T
LEPB? N R K —MEBERBRE, —MEBIEIEE S 6, A
2, ERAZ T ARG, 2T ENNEE, SLET
EREE R A SREER o

A AFSE, QTR RIS, ZEREE(1EH
Ke?

ATRBRNEEME, FaFEWME RGHE
EMBBNTNEN, EBINIXEERE AR,

BIMESE, HIERZA T WHKHEEHRRLR, M
EAREL D F e B IEHITFAT N, XA ER, AREMETIIEE
FHE TRANBHARXEHEEN MW BRI RNZ
—NIE, LUERA TBEBBIRE, LUBE T JREBARI R TEN T
EVEHE, ENRRRIT, L2ERE, LR DWE, UEK, E
1—BWEMIRTHBENS OFESAMMREEN] T, ——+~
ERM4, R OFER R, BRI,

BXFIRMEEE “BYRM, fXHE", BA, B2
B, BRI R E . A Z SR EREMAY, HH
BRI AR RAL, 1L ERIEBI A5 T 3A, B ERILIR

EREHRE

JBK, MEHEMIBRN RS, &, AR (UETE 8K, B8
KT E AMAELIRBIE EE, MRATRBEZZIRE
WEZRM, MELT X

BRE AT EEH L, BEXRDP, HAPFHE—
M=, WERBERMF—RXE. ... X RIBIR
REBHEEN L MNE L RENEHEEEMEEC,
B TEX M REBSFERT K XRWE UANZBERE
Nz, AL, AIR—FHERNAT; BUNBE —I
BmivEl, HRAIEEREBFMRAMLTEIT; BUNE
— s, ESRRAE ESFIERH TR Lo BXFFRT 4]
TREWF, B MRFREIR, (A4 T BLERIRE,

BAARBENRE?EESIFR, BFEAFREEMN
FRRE?

HiF, A, SRR KN A BNENIN S, KEREBRL
AN ENRETEEEE, TN EINEE N A&
RER, ENAZ T BEN TR AAELE 2 HEY, AT
AR RIS, T BIR GG B 7l XA

teanfE, than@ s, ef ] “RRHEE"#Y 7 , &t
AR —ERFT AL R R HERIBCEAX—T
FISHNESEN, A 8E B SN A NNXES. hYTH.
ANBESE-FFHHBIO, ANB SIRBEXWIESR, I2
BT RAMBE" R T, BB RA R UM —RIBA
MY S, H—FRANEHE,

W LRI T RIRERAN T M — M s TR
KBS T, EEREMR RN SE BB Z IR
—REL B B ERR R, BEELCRIHRET 5,

FERAEMBHIABOR, XF B— XS,

XM BB SRE RISt & 59, RB EIBARE
REREUR T IRB A EIRTE “TREAZ VR IEZ “R R
HE”, S E", HEATE D,

84 | WEIMING | 9BARTI | 20235 117/ 552141



FEZEENIE

=8F

FESH | BUERHTR AT

HE—KR ST, BT EMIIZR B R IBIE, (F
MARRE— P ATHRIEER, BEH LMD NEHIE
BERERES ZIF.

BRE, R AXBITEAIENMSG . ERAMER
F,NENEFRABRENHEITFZ AEENBFEMHMIE
BN, XN SRERFTURAMBY b, BFEANZ R,
IR BRI, BT hE H YIS R A, 41
R—B8Y, W EBAM R AMN “NEERR" B TEENREE
SN BIRENAZE, AHETE T XRELEMFE ARG
FL.ER—MLIEERA, BEEmMIRAHE, SEVER
I, BB, RFEREESNENANE, #Hd
EBRENER S IFZI, BEWHERRER.-B
LLEgoKE], BRAT T, ERXFFHFHHRE, BlBiamn
RBOR TR AR RIRIAUC R ER B RRE, EMFES
WAL, HIRR, 1LFERER.

(Fie) LiRfE, BBFIEXFFRA R B R T EHAT
LEEMIAN, AR B EE NGRS £,
IIENBMERE, FEER—FAEENB.E—TUZE
BB L, BEFAMIATH L EERIZRER. A T NG
ZRIXFOIE, SR ARM T RIRERRS . FEREE.
ERKENEBRBMSHNERE, JINEFEFRHERN
R, s 2 AR — N RRER, A REL XM A
NEDERHI X HFRREANER(SEIXIBR A, 7
RIS ZEARNBEERSH HIFRBN TR RE
ZF37 .. MAREEY, EERLFT ETEREZH
B, MehEFSEHLEHRENMS —F, EEEHEE
HEX, BHEHEE,

HINEBRHE, BN TABBRK S5, BRRIMEMK
D =B NR. HR B MR AR B I8 MR 8 fh SRR B
ANKo XL, TVIET AR MBI A FIHR, EIRET
R, P EENSHTERRE—REANIE. KR
FRBHBZ, W IRNAHERF R LB HBVIED, &
HERBRBRHEUR, WAHERFHEITALE. .. M
MEYOH, #EME—MHRANES XU, hiexfz!
TR B —Im =P, T, )AL T AREL, &£ 5
B M2 HEENKIRFKD, 2 HE X UpIHPFR
By, A )2 HE i RIETR B fEan T sRBY. T LU, FGERY
7 RABRAERMA], MAEHEIF 2 FHERSE E TR
ftb{], FET BB BRIE AR MM ]o FATI D BAB B R SER D
R REENRENZEENER,

RERBIEHY , O R A NE—RIEANE
— BB BRI A AU IE . THEL, BET,
Pk, TFANRORBYHKIREREZ MR, 8% B LR
HMEEBIH .

202355153/ 2582148 | J9BAAITY | WEIMING | 85



FEZEEND

4

Mid

TR | pENBAFER

[ERABNKRE, BLEMINIK. BRI HIT P,
BT R EPHE T

R, RIS TR, NIRRT/ N E, B8
B, THORSSISIEES, MER/ NBINERERNA
M, BRILAT Bt E TR

EEES, ME—BNBRY, BREEENES, N, & T
TRT BMENBIE, 1R7E, UEER, 7 BIFIHE Mo

FEAERER LEE, MBIR S, IRXPEEY
TR,

TERIBNA, WE RN

EWEZHEEE. F 3 ARNDE. R ENE.
BRPE, IR IMSKH KB BT S ROBAGE D, B AT IRMK
£, XA RIEESBREILLE A IS,

FRIEE TILHEMA, MKBAR S XFRETHE R
RKIBE, FEIST B SN YRR, Werk 1 et 2L T BRAIBIHE SR,

SAT, MRARFTZINSE, oAk, thE Makiet, T 1ERY
BERABE RIS ?EBE TR FEIC A LS A7)
RN TRIEERARF?

FRTEHCHASNER T AENRE, BNEINE
BEEFHRTAKEN, BEFTER, LRTSHEN
FrifE. B IR, FERW A=, AENATE=ZE SBIHER
GEAEE i1z

A —FBONFEA Z+/\H, RIRFRETHINELLL
XFUEE LTS & 5. B AR NBMARITRMNA,
ERF—BH=TZRHNERTP, BPRITES—HE K, K
HARvERS, R EEEE TR, L HBZE T,

FrERIFLIE, e T RnECE MBI R B ERYE
AT, EF I RIEBE AN, BEENF T, R
I, BIESTE, TS, RRIFTELLE,

“ER B EEEAR, R AR 1 DDA A JRTESR 2R AN
Foo IREAEK, BIREABHRERASHH, WEDM
%o ERRM—aREEHFIE, XERREZE T E!

BB ARG EFR—HA IR, ARMNOFE, BEF S
HEBC, BUHR SR T FE, FHA TR, HER TR

BYRIFTARE BUIRR R F/REE, B N T XA —IA/MIR,
e, TEESAMNRMAF L, ERRR B FIUKBE
o e EEXBIXRE B APE, BRI, —=HREF 4+,

t EARRBRE, AR, A EREETESBM A
BRMAM T Hfth A% e T B, EETHCHBERT
BN =, SRR E—1F,

HLHMRIER RGN, BL, FEBRPBAERR,

RRIETEMERII T 5, B ERVARK B T —%%
INE, FEE ISR ERA R,

KEBH¥RRT, —H T EEETEAN, EaliEs
KEUKTEITREMEE, BRFERML R URT S IEMiES
AR T AR XA A RERRE Y A B R IR T 2
L5 MMM TR — A EEN S ER
i, BEER CENREIEAE L, KEM MzE—E
BURSL [R AT EHA R KB 48 T A5,

P AR RE ZiE X, X2 TR &, XA
X, EFR, ME/\ S EAE LS, REL LTS AR
ZREHITERABBIRE, Wi, ITE=T55, NIEWE,
MM LZERE L, DENEERSHBER.

EE THAVAK, B—ERANE, BHIKETRSE
ETER, BAGHBYR I M T RIR =AM E . R 2
BT —$ER.... RETRIFEM AN AR EEESTT
BT NEE RS TR BE T .

REEBER T EBIRANMUE, HF—&B, EXE
HEBED, BB, EEZZRMBA, AESER, L
BEMN. &7 MIER LE—5. EPIEIRENAFHEImE
T, IRE T Y, FERERBITET .

MIFET, ZOMFENG) LBIERT, BIF T B
BkpE,

18R, —REITHE, KE T

MREZNHZ AL, EBEFEZDP?HRBZETIE,
EEFRARVAL!

86 | WEIMING | 9BARTI | 20235 117/ 5 52141



FEZEENIE

PBESF

MBI | FIRNERER

EER FWRE, REFRAMEBRHAF, B5
SN NIBIBR ARITAR R, EERE, KEBMNBBLEE, MiE
BESHEZE, WA, BN, IS HE. AET LR
¥, WAZ BB REBEESINERK, 2RER, &
|E.|mln:uo RZLFFIRAREUE, B2 HAF ZH
br, BEEPTT, BN, EEIB N, shE W, HELETE
STENME?HERZIER, MELEZ BB R EET %
B, IHREI, HRES | FRR, KRB WEETF,
HFEBANER, Z2TVRIRANER. REENA, MRS
ME.J5WAMEN, BIF—ER. HEFE:

Ry R XU, R D T IR
VUi OPUmER, JUN RIS E

fHEREIEE /NS, TR
SRKE BT, TR ATHES R

202355153/ 2582148 | J9BAAITY | WEIMING | 87



‘miaic

M—HNBERTIXEARNE T . A NBEHE
S2LANT, RARREM=BREROZUARS!

ERYME B2017TEBRIETKPIRANES, NEHE
BEEZFHTM T A BAR BIBRBIKPIX, HELE A
ABITAIRZ R FRIEKPIGIE I IZH, 25 7 ARHL
FIRNAS BB R Z S BRI IRH B EEER
TN BERFETAEERFNEARKPR ARAE
CEOEE S A KPR TKPIBYAZ 0,

BREE N EHE0FERNE—FTRDFREIILE
S, MPERDEER W ELET T40ENTTNER. 7
BY+/\KRLLR, RHRREXN RO E REES FHEN
BATH, RN B NRELBE LT RELRE. OlH
RRBINER FHRHTERNEBE NS KIMBINE,
M= DIEEAR D EHP R EEMIE R+ \ KR
RNOBEREREBNEEM .

BASHI : RO R — PR RAE o N R A S & B,
EFRNFREBRRERIN LB NPAFRRKERME
R MR A B EEX R B X R
WES BRI RO QI R E AR

FRET N AAFRIEELE R WA BERANIIE
oh, REMHMRIERIR MU FRI MRt =
LIE” 3RS, R BUIIERE RIS ; E MLl S5 ER CIR {2 BRI
BANEEIN=FOEES TN SEMERE, BIArRE
FARE, I—HBOH MR, LUt —FHEH AR EEE
BURSEMERASSNE ; B D ARFRDZE T/ NFUEEILRE
ERVE MR, 5| SMEEFEMNBER 1T, BEFERE
B TN ABRFRMIB X F RETN BB WREHF
ERBBBYESS F RN REIT AR T B M A EH
FREABFRMESIMRRIER, ELAAFRIRH T W
W ER MNFEEERER NSRS IBERNE;
KRB RNEVNFRE T LU= (BIfl” “WRaL” “Si
W) 5 =2" "emE eAE ) ) FRED
BEINIHFRISKE R ERNAFREEHERSIREN
&, IsE FEF S RENIM AR T RIETT.

ERREE AN R REEFROMEREINE ZIF(E A
AR SN MNAMAR BESHAREFSEER T A
AN AR AR KA FT SR SI R It B
VANE=Y 3=

WILHE TEFRIKS, CHE B AR5
RRMEEEREIFAL], MRVIBE LY, ZFPAICBEN
AR KMNZ I AR HRVFINS ; DB REFR
THE, BN 2L T ZFEZS K EAEENHE.

FRFAERT A, (R PR R R, N E L B
ROTER T (&R ERANFEZER) RN, FEI D
EEELIRIEE M IR B REMMAAIER, [ #naY
Tl A

BEOE EX NI EESFHNRFEFRAN R
Bz 7 RS NIRIE # ARRENZFNEER
B9/ MR 9 BRER T3 B Ko

RIRE—F, NEABIBRY R R IEH T 211" —EK
KIRE, NEAFREEOHFR, BERROUBNFR; T &%
FHRAX—AERKREE, NAE% LEZILAL O
&, BRI A% LE

aEt—o%, a T FE-—2PNERESFFE—E
R INEHTEERY; 44524 “PASS” BIN SAIAF — B L F
BYESKAEND, B ZFREMES — MELBA T E,

BEEEMIE: B AR RAENEBXEENS; AL
ELNKIERBMANE “FEAERBENT  BEAFT
ANERREREIRES SRR, B ANBEFRUA R
REBETER......

BOF AR AT TIERIZHFFIAR, BfiE— U HIT

ZPRRKABHEEN 2RE . (IBERTNE S EHF
R, Z& & B Lo

HARFIRES

2023%3H

88 | WEIMING | 9BARTI | 20235 117/ 552141



(AIERTIMERES

NIFZEEMERRNBHB LU, BERICRNBHE
PR I, & SLE BRI R T2 iR SR E BRI T
8, BR5|ISFIMNRENIER, CuBBARTKHIER
SERPARRKATIL SR R D Za#aF
HEE ATV BERS B BB F A BABTTER HEH
FOE X EXFHE. PERFFamF. I ARA T

REERRIAEN.

ARERBERMNBNAXEMMA  gijunxia@-
weimingedu.como

BRAAN . NBAHEEREPLFTEE, BEAZ:
010-82657799-8159,

Fie—2TE, 9B FERM. IR FA !

HEERFIREES

//

L

202355153/ 2582148 | J9BAAITY | WEIMING | 89



ONTTHA ;

N

c
s
!
O
2

%"

2 A A7
MR RARE

ok A RAEEX PR NG E "3 S HANRARE
FB1%:010-82657799
RERFI4 G BRG]



